KEARNEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
MEDIA RELEASE

Date of Fire: 16 January 2024 Alarm Time: 08:19:00 Under Control:09:24
Location of Fire: 1000 4" Avenue, #23 Type of Emergency: Structure Fire
Possible Cause: Candle Number of Firefighters: 28

Number Type of Trucks: 1 Engine, 1 Aerial, and 3 Utility Vehicles

Occupant:

Owner: Address:

Does residence have a smoke alarm(s)?  Yes[X] No[ ] Unknown[ ]  Not Applicable [ ]
Was the smoke alarm(s) working? Yes|[ | No[X]  Unknown [ ] Not Applicable [_]

If no, reason smoke alarm(s) were not working:  Battery Dead |:| Battery missing or disconnected |:|

Hardwired detector unplugged or shut off [X]  Fire too small to activate detector[ |  Other[ ]

Details: The Kearney Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) was dispatched to a report of smoke coming from an apartment
building at 1000 4" Avenue (Centennial Park Apartments). Upon arrival, KVFD found heavy smoke and flames coming
from a window on the 2" story of the apartment building. KVFD initiated fire attack and a primary search of the
structure. The fire was extinguished and no occupants were located during the search. There were three occupants in
the apartment at the time of the fire. All three occupants evacuated the apartment prior to the fire departments arrival.
One of the occupants attempted to put out the fire but had to exit due to the fire conditions. KVFD was assisted by the
Kearney Police Department, CHI Good Samaritan EMS, Nebraska Public Power District and Northwestern Energy. The
Nebraska State Fire Marshal was called to assist KVFD with the origin and cause investigation. The fire remains under
investigation. However, the initial investigation indicates the fire was accidental and an unattended candle caused the
fire. Approximately ten people are displaced due to this fire. The Red Cross was contacted to assist those displaced

tenants.

Kearney Volunteer Fire Department — 2211 Ave A — Kearney, NE 68847 — Phone 308.233.3226 — Fax 308.233.3627 (Rev. 03.12.15)



